The Republic of Maldives
Welcome to the Maldives, where sands are white as the smiles of the locals, where
fish swim happily in the warm waters of the Indian Ocean, where the weather is a
dream, and the deep rays of the sun wait to engulf you in their arms. The Maldives, a
tropical paradise of pristine beaches, the archipelago of 1,192 coral islands grouped
into 26 coral atolls (200 inhabited islands, plus 80 islands with tourist resorts) in the
Indian Ocean.

A valid passport, along with an onward/return ticket and sufficient funds, is required
for entry.

The Department of Immigration and Emigration routinely approves requests for
extension of stays up to 90 days for travelers who present evidence of sufficient funds
and who stay in a resort or hotel or present a letter from a local sponsor. Anyone
staying more than 60 days without proper authorization faces heavy fines and
deportation.

Arrival by private boat: Travelers arriving by private yacht or boat are granted no-cost
visas, usually valid until the expected date of departure. Vessels anchoring in atolls
other than Malé must have prior clearance through agents in Malé. Maldivian
customs, police, and/or representatives of Maldivian immigration will meet all vessels
regardless of where they anchor. Vessels arriving with a dog on board will be
permitted anchorage, but the dog will not be allowed off the vessel. Any firearms or
ammunition on board will be held for bond until the vessel’s departure.

o Should possess a valid passport with Machine Readable Zone (MRZ)

o Should have at least 6 months validity

« Have a valid ticket to continue the journey out of Maldives

« Confirmation of reservation in a Tourist Resort or a Hotel

o Have enough funds to cover the expenses for duration of the stay in Maldives.

(US$100 + $50 dollars per day)

The Maldives has a tropical monsoon climate , which is affected by the large landmass
of South Asia to the north. Because the Maldives has the lowest elevation of any
country in the world, the temperature is constantly hot and often humid. The
presence of this landmass causes differential heating of land and water. These factors
set off a rush of moisture-rich air from the Indian Ocean over South Asia, resulting in
the southwest monsoon. Two seasons dominate Maldives' weather: the dry season
associated with the winter northeastern monsoon and the rainy season associated with
the southwest monsoon which brings strong winds and storms.
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The shift from the dry northeast monsoon to the moist southwest monsoon occurs
during April and May. During this period, the southwest winds contribute to the
formation of the southwest monsoon, which reaches Maldives in the beginning of
June and lasts until the end of November. However, the weather patterns of Maldives
do not always conform to the monsoon patterns of South Asia. The annual rainfall
averages 254 centimeters (100 in) in the north and 381 centimeters (150 in) in the
south.

The monsoonal influence is greater in the north of the Maldives than in the south,
more influenced by the equatorial currents. The average high temperature is 31.5

degree Celsius and the average low temperature is 26.4 degree Celsius.
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